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WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
 
For more information and continued updates visit kystatefair.org.  
Join us on social media for 2023 Kentucky State Fair updates! 
Instagram: @kystatefair 
Twitter: @kystatefair 
Facebook: facebook.com/kystatefair 
Blog: https://kystatefair.org/news 
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MEDIA ACCESS AND CREDENTIALS  

 
Media Interviews 
For quotes or interviews, contact Ian Cox at (502) 367-5186 or email ian.cox@kyvenues.com or Lexie 
Ratterman at (502) 356-9111 or email lexie.ratterman@kyvenues.com  

Media Access Badge 
Media badges must be worn by any media member at the Kentucky State Fair. These badges will allow 
you to enter and exit the facility free of charge throughout the Fair. Credentials will be revoked if used 
by non-registered media and each person visiting the property must have a badge. 
 
World’s Championship Horse Show 
 
The World’s Championship Horse Show (WCHS) has separate media access that is good for all 
performances. 
 



A WCHS badge is required to gain access to the rail area for photos.  
 
The only way to guarantee a seat for a horse show performance is to purchase a ticket. 
 
HOURS OF OPERATION 
 
 

Days Outside Inside  
Thrill Ville 
Rides 

Mondays - Thursdays 10am - 10pm 10am - 8pm 3pm-10pm 

Fridays 10am - 11pm 10am - 9pm 3pm-11pm 

Saturdays 10am - 11pm 10am - 9pm 1pm-11pm 

1st Sunday, August 20 10am - 11pm 10am - 8pm 1pm-11pm 

2nd Sunday, August 28 10am - 10pm 10am - 6pm 1pm - 10pm 
 
 
GATE ADMISSION 
 
Gate admission pays for all attractions, displays and shows at the Kentucky State Fair with the 
exception of evening performances of the World’s Championship Horse Show, Thrill Ville and access 
to Kentucky Kingdom. 

 

Fair Tickets  

Choose from three options: 

• Ticketmaster: Advance Ticket price increases to $10 beginning Aug. 5-27 and still includes 
parking when purchased online. Price does not include Ticketmaster fees. 
 
 

 Gate Admission Parking 

Ticketmaster Online Aug. 5-27 $10 Included 

During the Fair Aug. 17-27  $10 $10 

Children 5 & under are free. 
 
 
 
THRILL VILLE TICKETS 
 
Ride wristbands 



Thrill Ville wristbands are good all day, any one day and can be purchased online in advance at 
Kystatefair.org/tickets or on site during the fair. Wristbands are valid for every ride in Thrill Ville, 
though height and weight restrictions may apply.  
 
$30, one day unlimited ride wristband. Available at Kroger and online in advance at Kissel 
Entertainment and Ticketmaster when purchasing Kentucky State Fair admission. 
 
$35, one day unlimited ride wristband during the Fair. 
 
Individual tickets are available. 
 
 
SPECIAL DAYS, FEATURED EVENTS, AND PROMOTIONS 
 
Kentucky Commodity Group Appreciation Breakfast 
Thursday, Aug. 17, 8 a.m. 
The Great Kentucky Proud Cookout Tent 
Sponsored by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture 
 
Opening Day Ceremony 
Thursday, Aug. 17, 10:15 a.m. 
Fountain in front of Freedom Hall 
 
County Fairs Day  
Thursday, Aug. 17 
 
Military Sunday 
Sunday Aug. 20 
Military Sunday returns August 20 to celebrate all who serve or have served our country. Free 
admission is available for military members, veterans and their families (up to 4 people). Parking is not 
included. 
 
$5 Monday 
Monday, Aug. 21 
Avoid the Monday blues with a visit to Kentucky’s favorite summertime festival, the Kentucky State 
Fair. Admission is $5 per person and includes parking. Included with $5 Monday, Fairgoers can watch 
the glitz and glamour of the evening performances of the World’s Championship Horse Show. Free 
horse show tickets must be picked up at the Kentucky Exposition Center Box Office on the day of the 
show. 
 
Senior Day  
Tuesday, Aug. 22 
All seniors 55 and over receive free gate admission. Parking not included. 
 
Sensory Friendly Morning 
Wednesday, Aug. 23 
The Kentucky State Fair and Kissel Entertainment are partnering with FEAT of Louisville and 
Kentucky Autism Training Center to distribute free admission and midway tickets to family and 
fairgoers with sensory processing differences. The midway will operate with minimal lights and music 



during that time to create an enjoyable fair experience for those with sensory sensitivities. Tickets are 
sold out. 
 
58th Annual Kentucky Ham Breakfast & Auction 
Thursday, Aug. 24, 7:30 a.m. 
South Wing B, Room 104 
Sponsored by Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation 
 
Championship Drive  
Thursday, Aug. 24, 6:30 p.m. 
Broadbent Arena 
 
TEXAS ROADHOUSE CONCERT SERIES- FREE ADMISSION  
 
All Free Concerts begin at 8 p.m. are held in Lot L. Gates open at 6:30 p.m. Seating is first come, 
first serve. Accessible seating is available.  
 
Free concerts take place rain or shine. A show may be delayed if there is lightning. 
Announcements will be made accordingly and updates will be posted on the Kentucky State Fair 
app.  
 
Thursday, August 17: 
Chris Janson with special guest Alex Miller 
  
Friday, August 18:  
Morris Day and the Time with special guest Tag Team 
  
Saturday, August 19: 
Foghat with special guest The Kentucky Headhunters 
  
Sunday, August 20: 
The Oak Ridge Boys with special guest T.G. Sheppard 
  
Monday, August 21: 
Casting Crowns with special guest Stephen McWhirter 
 
 
  
Tuesday, August 22: 
Happy Together Tour featuring The Turtles, Little Anthony, Gary Puckett & The Union Gap, The Vogues, The 
Classics IV, and The Cowsills 
  
Wednesday, August 23: 
Larry Fleet with special guest Tyler Rich 
  
Thursday, August 24: 
Vince Neil the Legendary Voice of Mötley Crüe with special guest Autograph 
  



Friday, August 25: 
Eddie Montgomery of Montgomery Gentry with special guest Lonestar 
  
Saturday, August 26: 
Warren Zeiders with special guest JD Shelburne 
  
 
WORLD’S CHAMPIONSHIP HORSE SHOW 
Freedom Hall 
Saturday, Aug. 19 through Saturday, Aug. 26 
 
The Kentucky State Fair World’s Championship Horse Show has attracted spectators and competitors 
from around the world. Over 2,000 Saddlebred horses compete for more than $1 million in awards 
during the eight-day event. First place winners are recognized throughout the Saddlebred industry as 
true World Champions. 
 
Enjoy the 2022 World’s Championship Horse Show from the comfort of your home or on-the-go with 
your mobile device. Live streaming will be available for viewers at daily or entire show rates. Connect 
to pay-per-view directly from www.wchorseshow.com to see pricing. 
 
Free Performances 
Free performances are held Aug. 20 at noon and Aug. 21-23 and Aug. 25-26 at 9 a.m. Seating is 
available in the upper level of Freedom Hall. There are no free performances on Aug. 24. 
 
Paid Evening Performances 
Evening performances are held Aug. 19 at 7 p.m., Aug. 20-25, at 6:30 p.m. and Aug. 26 at 7 p.m. 
Tickets for evening performances Aug. 19-24 are $8 and for Aug. 25-26 are $11. Tickets do not 
include Kentucky State Fair gate admission and parking.  
 
Weeklong reserved seats include Kentucky State Fair gate admission for all 14 shows (six free and 
eight paid) – $184 
 
Interviews and Credentials  
Request horse show interviews by contacting Ian Cox or Lexie Ratterman. The Horse Show Office is 
located beside Stopher Walk, east side of Skywalk. 
 
 
 
BUILDINGS AND EVENTS 
*Livestock Changeover day is Aug. 21 – meaning few animals on site 



 
Broadbent Arena, dedicated in 1977 
Dairy Cattle – Aug. 17-20 
Mules & Jacks – Aug. 20-21 
Market Goats & Wether Dams – Aug. 21-24 
Beef Cattle – Aug. 22-27 
Championship Drive – Aug. 24 
Draft Horse Pull – Aug. 27 
Youth Dairy Cattle Costume Contest - Aug. 18  
 
Parking Lot E 
Mules & Jacks - Aug. 17-21 
WCHS Tent Barns 
World’s Championship Horse Show Office - Parking Lot E 

 
East Hall, dedicated in 1976 
Entry Departments: Antiques  

Culinary 
Fine Arts and Crafts 
Hobbies 

 Homebrew Beer 
Homemade Wine     
Plants & Flowers 
Textiles 
 

Freedom Hall, dedicated in 1956 
Administrative Offices - West Side, Front 
First Aid Station - East Side of Lobby 
Freddy Farm Bureau - Front Porch 
Security & Police - Front 
Ticket Office - East Side, Front 
World’s Championship Horse Show - Aug. 19-26 
 
Parking Lot L 
Texas Roadhouse Concert Series 
Bluegrass, Bourbon & Brews Tent 
 
Newmarket Hall 
Swine – Aug. 21-27 
 
North Wing, dedicated in 2007 
Entry Showcase and Demonstrations 
Saddlebred Café 
The Tack Shops 
 
Pavilion, dedicated in 1956 
Dairy Goats – Aug. 17-19 
Boer Goats – Aug. 18-19 
Poultry, Pigeons and Rabbits – Aug. 17-19 



 
South Wing, dedicated in 1991   
AgLand 

• Dairy Products Showcase 
• Discovery Farm 
• 4-H Cloverville 
• FFA  

Family Stage 
Farm to Fair Cooking Stage 
Health Horizons 
Kentucky Country Ham Breakfast & Auction - Aug. 24 
Kentucky Farm Bureau Gospel Music Showcase - Aug. 24 
Kentucky Remembers: The Korean War Experience 
Kentucky State Fair Talent Classic Finals Aug. 26 
Little Miss and Mister Kentucky County Fairs Pageant - Aug. 17 
Main Street Kentucky 
Pride of the Counties  
Rock N’ Relax Baby Care Center 
Rescue Ridge and Safety Town 
Southland Dairy Farmers 
South Wing Shops 
Sponsor Exhibits 
Special Exhibitions and Programs 
Kentucky Remembers: The Vietnam War Experience 
 
South Wing A Lobby 
Farm to Fair Cooking Stage 
Cooking Demonstrations & Competitions Daily 
 
South Wing Parking Lot A (AKA The Backyard) 
The Big Tent 
The Great Kentucky Proud Cookout Tent 
Largest Pumpkin and Watermelon Judging Contest – Aug. 19 
 
West Hall, dedicated in 1976 
Entry Showcase:    Bees & Honey 
   Country Ham Show 
   Dairy Products 
   Egg Show 

Field Seed & Grain 
Fruits & Nuts 
Tobacco 
Vegetables & Melons 

Sheep - Aug. 21-27  
 
West Wing Show Ring 



Miller’s Border Collies 
 
DAILY ATTRACTIONS, SHOWS AND SPECIALTY AREAS 
 
Broadbent Arena  
Broadbent Arena Show Ring  
Watch livestock competitions taking place throughout the fair.  
  
East Hall  
Competitive Entries  
Antiques, Culinary, Fine Art & Crafts, Hobbies, Plants and Flowers, Homebrew Beer, and Homemade 
Wine.   
  
North Wing  
Still Exhibits   
In North Wing Lobby - Showcase of competitive entries & demonstrations including the Largest 
Watermelons & Pumpkins after their event in the Big Tent.  
  
The Tack Shops  
All things equine from jewelry and halters to outfits and art pieces.  
  
Pavilion  
Pavilion Show Ring  
Watch livestock competitions taking place throughout the fair.  
  
South Wing A  
AgLand  
See more than an acre of agriculture exhibits highlighting Kentucky’s farm and field heritage, 
including the future of farming and agribusiness. Sponsored by Kentucky Department of Ag, KY Beef 
Council, KY Soybean Board, KY Farm Bureau Federation, University of Kentucky Martin-Gatton 
College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, Kentucky State University and Southland Dairy 
Farmers.  
  
4-H Cloverville & FFA  
Congratulate members of 4-H and FFA, proudly displaying the skills they’ve learned throughout the 
year and competing for champion honors.  

  
Discovery Farm  
Learn what life is like on a Kentucky farm and meet cattle, goats, llamas, sheep, poultry, pigs, view 
live milking demonstrations and the duckling slide. Sponsored by Jefferson County Farm Bureau 
Insurance.  
  
Farm to Fair Cooking Stage  
In South Wing A Lobby - View live cooking demonstrations and contests along with The Kentucky 
Farm to School Junior Chef Competition. Produced by Kentucky Department of Agriculture.  
  
South Wing B  
Health Horizons  



Get healthy with lifestyle education, free screenings and interactive exhibits from Kentucky’s medical 
community. Sponsored by Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield, Kentucky Cabinet for Health & 
Family Services, American Red Cross, and UofL Health.  
  
Main Street Kentucky  
Celebrate Kentucky with interactive exhibits focusing on state government, arts, education, agriculture 
and more. Sponsored by Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Resources, and Kentucky’s 
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives.  
  
Pride of the Counties  
Learn about the tourist attractions, festivals, and recreational activities the 120 counties of Kentucky 
offer. Sponsored by Kentucky Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company.  
  
Rescue Ridge  
Explore Safety Town and meet with Kentucky’s first responders and military organizations.  
  
South Wing C  
Family Stage  
Located in South Wing C Lobby - Watch as traveling national acts like Jason D’Vaude - The Circus 
Man and ZUZU African Acrobats, as well as local performers add to the family talent on the stage.   
  
Jason D’Vaude - The Circus Man  
On the Family Stage - Jason D’Vaude’s comedic juggling, fire, and balancing acts include precarious 
stunts, sharp objects, and a dash of danger – all with a smile and a laugh.  
  
South Wing Shops  
Hundreds of booths with a huge selection of merchandise. From jewelry and souvenirs to crafts and 
collectibles and a variety of mouthwatering desserts and fair food, there’s something for everyone.  
  
NEW! Cirque Zuma Zuma  
On the Family Stage – An exhilarating African cirque-style show packed with amazing themes that are 
sure to wow.  
  
West Wing    
West Wing Show Ring  
Watch livestock competitions taking place throughout the fair as well as the beloved Miller’s Border 
Collies show.  
  
Miller’s Border Collies  
In the West Wing Show Ring - See trained dogs execute herding techniques on command in the Show 
Ring. Sponsored by Chaney’s Dairy Barn.  
  
West Hall  
Still Exhibits  
Bees & Honey, Country Ham, Eggs, Field Seed & Grain, Fruits & Nuts, Tobacco, Vegetables.  
  
West Lawn  
Budweiser Tent  



Stop by for live music, cold beer and savory food. Sponsored by Standard Sales Company and Six 
Row Events.  
  
NEW! U.S. Army Special Operations  
Step into the role of a soldier with virtual reality. Experience parachute and flight simulators, 
augmented reality sand table, and more. Meet & greet with soldiers and see some of the weapons they 
use.  
  
Texas Roadhouse Concert Series Stage  
Bluegrass, Bourbon, & Brews Tent  
Come tap your foot to the beat of live Bluegrass music throughout the day before concerts begin.  
  
Texas Roadhouse Concert Series  
Watch your favorite bands and performers when gates open Aug. 17-26 at 6:30 p.m. Concerts begin at 
8 p.m. View the daily schedule for today’s act.  
  
Strolling Shows  
NEW! Plant Guy  
Is that plant moving? It sure is! Catch the funniest plant you’ll ever talk to strolling around the fair. Say 
hello and take a selfie; he’s big on photosynthesis.  
  
Trivia Tractor  
Don’t miss out on a fast paced, interactive mobile game show that anyone can play.  
  
NEW! Ice Cream Show  
I scream, you scream, we all scream for The Ice Cream Show! This interactive family show will 
entertain you with a cart full of magic tricks and juggling props. No real ice cream involved.  
  
The Backyard  
The BIG Tent  
 Featuring unique food, drinks and entertainment. Dance and sing-along to live music and try your 
hand at contests. Sponsored by Sivori Catering Inc. & Keg 1 River City, LLC.   
  
The Great Kentucky Proud Cookout Tent  
Savor all your Kentucky food favorites at this commodity tent. Sponsored by Kentucky Proud.  
  
One-Day Events  
View the Daily Schedule for the times of these events.   
  
NEW! Kentucky State Civics Bee – August 18  
In South Wing B Meeting Rooms -- Watch as kids use civics to solve problems in their community.  
  
NEW! BEERFEST - August 19  
In the Bluegrass, Bourbon & Brews Tent -- Sample the best craft beers the Bluegrass has to offer at the 
inaugural BEERFEST, in partnership with the Louisville Ale Trail. Additional purchase required.  
  
NEW! Kentucky Auctioneers Association State Contest -- August 19  
In South Wing B Meeting Rooms -- Witness the talent of auctioneers from around the state as they 
compete during a live auction. Don’t forget your paddle to bid on items!  



  
Largest Pumpkin & Watermelon Contest – August 19  
In the BIG Tent – Marvel at some of the largest gourds to grow from Bluegrass soil.  
  
Kentucky Exposition Foundation Sunshine Class – August 24  
In Broadbent Arena -- FFA and 4-H members offer their support to 1st time livestock competitors that 
have varying levels of accessibility needs.  
  
Kentucky Exposition Foundation Championship Drive presented by Farm Credit Mid-America 
– August 24  
In Broadbent Arena – Watch the best of the best FFA and 4-H members compete alongside their 
livestock for the coveted purple banner.  
  
Kentucky State Fair Talent Classic -- August 26  
In South Wing B Meeting Rooms -- Catch this highly competitive finals-only contest that gives teens 
and young adults ages 13-21 a chance at stardom.   
  
  
NEW! Latin Fest -- August 27  
In the BIG Tent -- Soak in the sounds of Latin music at this one-day event in partnership with Latin 
Music Awards Kentucky.   
  
 
 
ENTRY DEPARTMENTS AND LOCATIONS 
 
Dates indicate when entries will be on display. Refer to the Entry Department Judging Schedule for dates 
and times of judging. 
 
4-H Exhibits   South Wing  
Antiques   East Hall    
Bees & Honey   West Hall   
Country Ham   West Hall    
Culinary   East Hall  
Dairy Products  West Hall   
Eggs    West Hall   
FFA Exhibits   South Wing   
Field Seed & Grain  West Hall   
Fine Arts & Crafts  East Hall     
Fruits & Nuts   West Hall   
Hobbies    East Hall   
Homebrew Beer  East Hall   
Homemade Wine  East Hall   
Plants & Flowers  East Hall    
Textiles   North Wing Lobby  
Tobacco   West Hall   
Vegetables & Melons  West Hall   
 



DAILY SCHEDULE: https://kystatefair.org/daily-schedule 
 
KENTUCKY STATE FAIR FACTS 
 
119th Kentucky State Fair Dates 
Aug. 17-27, 2023 
 
1120th Kentucky Stat Fair Dates 
Aug. 15-25, 2024 
 
Acreage 
The Kentucky State Fair occupies 540 acres at the Kentucky Exposition Center. 
 
Attendance 
2022  524,833 
2021  441,327 
2020  Closed to public 
2019  600,000+ 
2018   614,470 
2017  609,555 
2016  564,937 
2015  601,672 
2014  515,937 
2013  615,648 
2012  599,854 
2011  605,565 
2010  602,897 
2009  621,795 
2008  586,106 
2007  589,364 
2006  614,477 
2005  629,740    
2004  637,327    
2003  625,657      
2002  618,954      
 
All-time Attendance Record:  
684,356 - Set in 1994 
 
Budget 
$8 million 
 
Indoor Space 
More than 1.2 million square feet, all climate controlled. 
 
 FAST FACTS  

•  75+ daily activities   
•  Up to 400 Vendors offering a variety of food and items unique to the fair.   



•  Approx. 20 locations with shows and activities throughout the day  
• 40+ unique bands with performances within tents, our lobbies and at the Texas 
Roadhouse Concert Series.   
• 24,700+ entries highlighting the best of Kentucky in agriculture and general  
• $7.6 million dollars in estimated economic impact to Kentucky (based on 2022 data)    

 
Location since 1956 
Kentucky Exposition Center 
937 Phillips Lane 
Louisville, KY 40209 
 
 
 
 
 
KENTUCKY STATE FAIR TIMELINE 
 
1816 
Fayette County farmer Colonel Lewis Sanders organized Kentucky’s first fair and stock show, five 
years after America’s first fair and stock show in Massachusetts. 
 
1841 
The first state fair in the United States took place in New York. 
 
1853 
Two years after the first world’s fair in London, Americans staged their own world’s fair in New 
York. The first major, permanent fairgrounds in Louisville opened in Crescent Hill. 
 
1893 
The first full “Midway” was created for the World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago, and some of 
the first “fair foods” gained popularity there.  
 
1901 
Abram Renick, legislator from Winchester, sponsored the bill to create the Kentucky State Fair. 
 
1902 
The newly formed Kentucky Livestock Breeders Association organized the first Kentucky State 
Fair at Churchill Downs, Louisville. 
 
1903 



Owensboro won the bid to host the second Kentucky State Fair. 
 
1904 
Due to a pending court case, testing the constitutionality of state appropriations for the Fair, the 
State Fair was cancelled. 
 
1905 
The third Kentucky State Fair was held in Lexington, where organizers lobbied to host the Fair 
permanently. 
 
1906 
The Kentucky State Fair returned to Churchill Downs in Louisville for two consecutive years, and 
in 1908 Louisville was named the permanent site of the Kentucky State Fair. 
 
 
 
1908 
The first permanent Kentucky State Fairgrounds was constructed in the Parkland neighborhood of 
western Louisville, opening for the September event. 
 
1914 
A saddle horse stake at the Kentucky State Fair Horse Show became the richest purse in the 
nation; three years later, the Horse Show awarded its first world’s championship. 
 
1916-1919 
State Fair exhibits, attractions, and entries reflected wartime and the U.S. involvement in World 
War I. 
 
1924 
Daily radio broadcasts originated from the Fair for the first time. The medium of radio would 
influence Fair programming for decades. 
 
1930-1933 
During the Depression, State Fair attendance declined, but the Fair Board implemented reduced 
admission fees and added an overnight campground for fairgoers. 
 



1937 
Floodwaters covered the Fairgrounds in January and led to extensive repairs. 
 
1942-1943 
Buildings at the State Fairgrounds were converted to defense industry uses, and the State Fair was 
cancelled.  
 
1944  
As World War II continued, the State Fair was temporarily moved to Churchill Downs, where 
patriotic programs boosted the spirits of fairgoers.  
 
1948 
Before Kentucky had its first commercial television station, TV broadcasting was demonstrated at 
the Fair. Television programming would influence Fair attractions for years to come. 
 
1950 
Ground was broken for a new Fairgrounds and multi-purpose sports and entertainment center 
near the new airport and highway facilities.   
 
 
 
 
1956 
Following years of plan changes and construction delays due to the Korean War, the Kentucky 
Fair & Exposition Center (KFEC) was opened for the 1956 State Fair.    
 
1974 
An April tornado caused widespread damage to KFEC. 
 
1986 
Preview attractions in the new permanent amusement park at KFEC, Kentucky Kingdom, were 
opened in time for the Fair.  
 
2004 
The 100th Kentucky State Fair was commemorated with nostalgic programs and a State Fair 
history exhibition. 



 
2006 
North American Midway Entertainment took over Thrillway operations, and some popular exhibits 
were relocated due to the East Wing reconstruction.  
 
2007 
A nearly $60,000,000 renovation was made to the North Wing in the Kentucky Exposition Center, 
creating new Exhibit Hall space, replacing the East Hall. 
 
2011 
Military Day was instituted at the Kentucky State Fair to recognize active and retired military. 
 
2012 
The VanHook Brothers of Somerset broke a Kentucky State Fair record with their pumpkin, which 
weighed in at a whopping 1,074.5 pounds. 
 
2013 
In the Summer of 2013, Kentucky Kingdom was reopened. 
 
2016 
World’s Championship Horse Show added another performance day, extending the prestigious event 
to 8 days.  
 
NOTES 
 


