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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

On behalf of Team Kentucky, I want to 
welcome you and your family to the 118th 
Kentucky State Fair. 

With nearly 76,000 farms on 13-million 
acres across the bluegrass, the State 
Fair is the commonwealth’s most 
highly anticipated  agri-tourism event 
of the year. Bringing together farmers 
and families from all 120 Kentucky 
counties, the State Fair serves as the 
commonwealth’s largest agriculture 
event and allows us to showcase to the 
nation why Kentucky is a leader in the 
agricultural industry. 

The Kentucky State Fair highlights the very best that the commonwealth has to o!er. Our delicious 
food, prime livestock, artisan crafts and world-class equestrian shows is why the State Fair is 
Kentucky’s time to shine. 

Whether you’re a local or a visitor, I encourage you and your family to explore the fair exhibits, see 
a concert and enjoy some delicious food from the bluegrass. There is no better time than now to 
experience all the things that make Kentucky so incredibly special. Trust me when I say, you will not 
be disappointed. 

Welcome to the Kentucky State Fair!

Sincerely,

 Andy Beshear

63rd Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky
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MESSAGE FROM THE KENTUCKY COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE 

If the pandemic shutdown of 2020 taught 
us anything, it was how good we have it at 
The Kentucky State Fair. That year, we could 
only offer the youth portion of our livestock 
shows. Everything else about the state fair, 
the sights, sounds, and smells, were missing. 
Last year, when some states still cancelling 
or postponing their fairs, Kentucky was able 
to return the state fair back in all its fantastic 
ways and people turned out in droves to, 
once again, feel a bit of normalcy and 
experience all the state fair has to offer. 

We’re excited to once again be able to join 
Kentucky residents for the 118th Kentucky 
State Fair. This is “your” state fair and it’s 
you, the residents of Kentucky, who make it 
special each year. And we can’t wait to see 
you again. 

The special nature of the Kentucky State 
Fair is recognized by others as well. It’s 
consistently ranked among the top state fairs each year. Most 
recently, it received the No. 1 slot for state fairs in Vacations Made 
Easy’s lifestyle and travel blog. From popular music concerts, to 
gourmet chef demonstrations to, of course, the incredible horse 
shows and the parade of livestock champions, hundreds of 
thousands enjoy the state fair each year. 

This legislative session, that popularity and importance was 
recognized by our state lawmakers when they approved a $200 
million appropriation for renovations for the Kentucky Exposition 
Center, the home for the Kentucky State Fair. With plans to restructure 
the entire West Wing, which also includes Broadbent Arena, our 
livestock events, which attract thousands each year, will have newer 

and better facilities in the coming years.

This is just the latest transformation for the 
Kentucky State Fair. When I joined the Fair 
Board in 2016, we began a discussion 
about how to modernize it. In 2018, our 
mid-summer event underwent a major 
transformation with AgLand in the South 
Wing, allowing Kentucky 4- H, Kentucky 
FFA, and other ag exhibits to reach a broad 
and diverse audience. 

At the Kentucky State Fair, you will see why 
we’re Kentucky Proud of our agriculture 
industry. Kentucky’s leading youth livestock 
exhibitors compete for the highest honors 
of the livestock show season. Kentucky’s 
commodity groups serve delicious meals 
at the Great Kentucky Cookout Tent. The 
agricultural displays highlight the best 
Kentucky our farmers have to offer.

As always, your Kentucky Department of Agriculture will be on 
the job at the fair. Our employees meet the public and talk about 
the ways agriculture affects everyday lives. We help manage the 
livestock shows and the agricultural exhibits. And we help livestock 
producers and exhibitors protect their investments in their animals.

We want you to leave the fair with fond memories that will last a 
lifetime. If I, or any of my staff, can be of service to you, please don’t 
hesitate to ask. Again, welcome, and enjoy the Kentucky State Fair. 

I look forward to continue working with you in our shared mission to 
further the good work of this fund and build on the record of success 
that has been achieved for the Commonwealth. �

Sincerely,

Dr. Ryan F. Quarles
Kentucky Commissioner of Agriculture

118th Kentucky State Fair!
A messag! fro" Kentucky Commissioner of Agricultur! Dr. Rya# Quarles

Welcom! to th!
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR ENTERING ONLINE 

All entries shall be made through our Online Entry System at https://kystatefair.org/participate/
compete. Fee payments for online entries must be made by credit card. You must have entries in the 
show in order to purchase exhibitor tickets. 

Please read all the rules in the premium book that apply to your department. All deadlines outlined in 
this document will be enforced. 

We are available to answer any questions you have at entry@kyvenues.com or (502) 367-5190. 

Due to high volume, it may be difficult to locate your entry until it is completely processed and filed. 

To enter and get more instructions, go to www.kystatefair.org. There will be a $25 service charge on 
declined credit or debit cards. 

PRIVACY NOTICE 
Our Commitment to Privacy 
Your privacy is important to us. To better protect your privacy, we provide this notice explaining our 
online information practices and the choices you can make about the way your information is 
collected and used. This privacy policy, which is a part of our overall Terms of Use, is intended to 
provide you with information about how we collect, store, and use personally identifiable information 
obtained through our website. To make this notice easy to find, we make it available on our 
homepage and at every point where personally identifiable information may be requested. 

The Information We Collect 
This notice applies to all information collected or submitted on the Kentucky State Fair website. On 
some pages, you can order tickets or other products and services, make requests, and register to 
receive materials. The types of information collected at these pages are: name, mailing address, 
email address, phone number, and payment information, such as the information we need to bill your 
credit or debit card for orders you place via the Kentucky State Fair website. 

We need certain information in order to register you as a unique user and let you access personalized 
services; however, other requested information is optional and can be provided at your discretion. 
For example, from time to time we may post online surveys on our website, in which we seek to collect 
information from you regarding your personal preferences as to the events and other products and 
services offered by the Kentucky State Fair Board, as well as other relevant information. 

How We Use Cookies 
Like most websites, the Kentucky State Fair website uses “cookies.” A cookie is a text file, invoked by 
standard browser software, that we place on your hard drive to enable our systems to, among other 
things, recognize your browser, track transactions, and allow you to navigate our website without 
having to re-enter information. The information gathered by cookies is not made available to other 
organizations, except as discussed below.  

By using the Kentucky State Fair website, you consent to the use of these cookies and other similar 
technologies. 

We may receive and store certain other types of information through the use of cookies and similar 
technologies, such as the pages you link to from our websites. This information helps us understand 
how visitors use our websites and other online services, and helps ensure that our websites, online 
services, and communications with you stay relevant and useful. 

We do not share personal information that we gather through cookies and similar technologies with 
third parties, except as set forth in this Policy. 

https://kystatefair.org/
https://kystatefair.org/
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Most browsers allow you to control cookies through their settings preferences. However, if you turn off 
the ability to use cookies and similar technologies, you may find that certain functionalities built into 
our websites and other online services do not work properly, or at all, and your overall user experience 
may be harmed. For more information about cookies and similar technologies, including how to set 
your browser to reject cookies, visit www.allaboutcookies.org. 

Tracking Browsing History 
If you visit the Kentucky State Fair website simply to browse, we may collect general information 
about the way in which you use our website, including, but not limited to, the time and duration of 
visit, type of web browser used, the operating system or platform you are using, your IP address, and 
the websites from which you linked to us. We also may note whether and how you use the websites by 
recording site traffic patterns and clickstreams. 

The Way We Use Information 
In general, personally identifiable information collected through our website may be used by the 
Kentucky State Fair Board to allow purchasing and shipping of tickets, subscriptions, memberships 
and/or merchandise; to communicate with you, register you as a user, inform you of upcoming events, 
request your support through donations, enable you to participate in special promotions, or allow you 
to navigate the website without having to re-enter information; to develop, maintain, and improve 
our products and services; or to administer our website. We may make personally identifiable 
information available to other select organizations, including but not limited to, resident arts 
companies, visiting performers, arts organizations, affiliated organizations, agents working on our 
behalf, and companies or organizations with whom we have a contractual or sponsor relationship. 
We may also provide aggregated data to these and other organizations. We may use the 
information we collect for institutional research. Although we may make reasonable inquiries to 
determine that such other organizations maintain website privacy policies comparable to ours, we 
are not responsible for the enforcement of such policies. 

We may disclose personally identifiable information if we believe in good faith that we are required to 
do so in order to comply with applicable law, a subpoena, or other legal process. We may also 
disclose personally identifiable information when we have reason to believe that disclosing this 
information is necessary to identify, contact, or bring legal action against someone who may be 
violating our Terms of Use or to protect the safety, property, or other rights of our users or the public. 
In addition, we may disclose or access personally identifiable information for administrative and other 
purposes that we believe are necessary or as otherwise provided in this privacy policy. 

We use the payment information you provide when placing an order, such as the information we need 
to bill your debit or credit card to complete that order, and we may use the information to send you a 
receipt for that order. We do not share payment information such as debit or credit card information 
with outside parties except to the extent necessary to complete that order. 

We use the information you provide about someone else when placing an order only to ship the 
product and to confirm delivery. We do not share this information with outside parties except to the 
extent necessary to complete that order. 

Forums and Public Communication 
The Kentucky State Fair website may enable users to submit their own content to a chat area, 
message board, web log, or other forum (“forum”). Any forum on this website is a free service to 
enable you to share comments about events, memberships, and products and services available on 
the website or to share information about topics of interest with other end users. If you participate in 
a forum within the website, any information you disclose in such a submission will be publicly available, 
so you should exercise caution in deciding whether to disclose any personal, financial, or other 
sensitive information there. By uploading or submitting any materials to a forum, you acknowledge 
and agree that the materials are not confidential or trade secret, and you automatically grant (or 
warrant that the owner of such materials has expressly granted) to the Kentucky State Fair Board a 
perpetual, royalty-free, irrevocable, non-exclusive right and license to use, display, and distribute 
such materials or incorporate such materials into any forum now known or later developed. The 
Kentucky State Fair Board cannot prevent other persons who access this website from using 

https://www.allaboutcookies.org/verify
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submissions and personal information they find here, even if their use of that information violates the 
law, or your personal privacy and safety. 

When participating in a forum, you should not assume that people are who they say they are, know 
what they say they know, or are affiliated with those whom they say they are affiliated. Information 
obtained in a forum may not be reliable. The Kentucky State Fair Board cannot be responsible for the 
content or accuracy of any information posted by third parties and shall not be responsible for any 
decisions made based on such information. 

While we appreciate your time and comments, you are required to refrain from including the following 
in your posts: (i) profanity, obscenities, hateful, threatening or harassing comments or images; (ii) 
discussion of illegal activities or intent; (iii) solicitations for commercial activities or other statements 
that do not generally relate to the Kentucky State Fair Board or the designated topic of the forum; (iv) 
personally identifiable information such as phone numbers, addresses or URLs; (v) any information 
that violates any right of a third party or any law; and (vi) any software or other materials that contain 
a virus or other harmful component. The Kentucky State Fair Board is not responsible for moderating 
any forum or screening any content; however, the Kentucky State Fair Board reserves the right to edit 
or remove content from any forum at any time and for any reason. 

Our Commitment to Data Security 
To prevent unauthorized access, maintain data accuracy, and ensure the correct use of information, 
we have put in place appropriate physical, electronic, and managerial procedures to safeguard and 
secure the information we collect online. 

Our Commitment to Children’s Privacy 
Protecting the privacy of the very young is especially important. For that reason, we never collect or 
maintain information at our website from those we actually know are under 13, and no part of our 
website is structured to attract anyone under 13. 

Information Sharing 
The Kentucky State Fair Board will not provide, rent, or sell personal information to third parties for 
marketing programs or any other purpose. State law restricts the use of personally identifiable 
information for commercial purposes. 
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EXHIBITOR TICKETS 

General Entries 
Exhibitor tickets are offered to anyone who enters the competitive departments. Exhibitor tickets 
come in a packet of eleven (11) tickets. Each ticket includes admission and parking for the Kentucky 
State Fair. Example: If a family of four purchased a packet of exhibitor tickets, they should give the 
gate attendant four (4) tickets, which will cover admission and parking. Exhibitors may only purchase 
up to two (2) packets of tickets. 

All pre-paid exhibitor tickets will be mailed to exhibitors. Exhibitor tickets may be purchased starting 
Saturday, August 13, at the Kentucky Exposition Center (KEC) Ticket Office. Exhibitor tickets must be 
purchased by 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, August 17. Once the State Fair starts, everyone must present an 
exhibitor ticket or pay regular admission price and parking. 

Exhibitor tickets can be purchased on the following dates at the times and locations listed: 

• Saturday, August 13 – 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. – KEC Ticket Office

• Sunday, August 14 – 12:00 p.m. (noon) to 5:00 p.m. – KEC Ticket Office

• August 15-17 – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. – KEC Ticket Office

No exhibitor tickets will be sold after Wednesday, August 17. 

Culinary exhibitor tickets will be available for purchase Monday, August 15, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
at the KEC Ticket Office. 

Homebrew Beer exhibitor tickets will be available for purchase Wednesday, August 10, from 10:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. at the KEC Ticket Office. 

Homemade Wine exhibitor tickets will be available for purchase Friday, August 12, from 9:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. at the KEC Ticket Office. 

Livestock Exhibitors 
Barn Access Only Badges for Livestock Exhibitors are required to enter the barn when closed to the 
public.	Exhibitors will be provided two Barn Access Only Badges at exhibitor check-in at Gate 4.	This 
badge does not include admission/parking. 

Livestock Exhibitors can purchase a $25 Livestock Exhibitor Admission Badge when submitting online 
livestock entries.	The Livestock Exhibitor Admission Badge cannot be purchased after the late entry 
deadline.	The badge includes 14 admission/parking scans usable to admit multiple people at the 
gate.	This badge will also serve as a Barn Access Badge. 

Individual exhibitor tickets are available in packets, containing 11 admission/parking tickets for $44. 
Please visit kystatefair.org for more details. 

https://kystatefair.org/
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GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE FAIR 

These Rules Will Be Strictly Enforced. 

Entry of Exhibits 

1. Entries may be submitted through our online entry system located on our website. A credit
or debit card is needed for payment through the online entry system. All entry fees will be 
charged after the exhibitor submits their entries.

2. Entries close on dates specified by each department. No entries will be accepted after
the published date.

3. Exhibitors’ gate admission tickets may be purchased through the Entry Department. Exhibitors 
will be limited to the purchase of two (2) exhibitor gate admission ticket
packets.

4. Barn Access Only Badges for Livestock Exhibitors are required to enter the barn when
closed to the public.	Exhibitors will be provided two Barn Access Only Badges at exhibitor 
check-in at Gate 4.	This badge does not include admission/parking.
Livestock Exhibitors can purchase a $25 Livestock Exhibitor Admission Badge when submitting 
online livestock entries.	The Livestock Exhibitor Admission Badge cannot be purchased after the 
late entry deadline.	The badge includes 14 admission/parking scans usable to admit multiple 
people at the gate.	This badge will also serve as a Barn Access Badge.
Individual exhibitor tickets are available in packets, containing 11 admission/parking tickets for
$44. Please visit kystatefair.org for more details.

5. No employee of the Kentucky State Fair nor any member of their immediate household
can own or exhibit any articles or animals in any competition in which said employee is directly 
affiliated.

6. Every animal or article in competition will be under the supervision of the Superintendent
of the department in which it is entered, but the Kentucky State Fair Board and
Management will not be responsible for any loss or damage that may occur.

7. Exhibits that have been mistakenly entered in a class may be transferred to proper
classes prior to being judged at the discretion of the Superintendent. If such classes
already have been judged, they will not be reopened.

8. Any entry deemed inappropriate or non-conducive to the Fair's welcoming and family-friendly 
atmosphere will be disqualified and removed from public viewing. Refunds, ribbons, and prize 
money for disqualified entries will not be provided.

9. The Superintendent of each department shall check entries listed under each class in the entry 
book against each exhibit presented. At the time of judging, the Superintendent
shall mark the entry book to show which animals or articles were passed on by the judge.

10. Judging books must be signed in ink. Entries that were not shown must be so designated. 
Superintendents are responsible for these requirements.

Placing of Entries 
1. The Kentucky Exposition Center will be open to receive livestock and articles for exhibition

at dates and times specified in departmental rules. No livestock or article may be brought

https://kystatefair.org/
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onto the Fairgrounds and placed on exhibit except by and at the expense of the owner or 
his/her authorized agent. 

2. Articles from outside Louisville can be mailed to the department entered, c/o Entry
Department, Kentucky State Fair, 937 Phillips Lane, Louisville, Kentucky 40209. Packages
will not be accepted by the State Fair unless all charges have been paid.

3. All animals or articles for exhibition must be placed in the department before the time
listed in departmental rules. If not placed before the specified time, the owner will forfeit all
right to exhibit or compete for premiums subject to appeal to the Kentucky State Fair
Board.

Releases 
1. Exhibitors must obtain signed releases from the Superintendent of their department.

2. See departmental rules for times of release. No animals or articles will be released before
the published release date and time.

3. An exhibitor may request early release only in the event they are participating in an
overlapping state fair or livestock show. The request for early release can be submitted to
the Kentucky State Fair Entry Department and the Show Superintendent up until the time
of check-in at the Kentucky State Fair. The request must include the contact information
for the indicated state fair or livestock show to confirm participation. Permission will not be
granted until the exhibitor's participation is verified by the indicated state fair or livestock
show listed in the request.

Rules Applicable to Cattle, Swine, Sheep, and Goats 
1. All competing animals will be exhibited in the ring at the discretion of the Superintendent.

Any exhibitor failing to comply with the general rules applying to their department will
forfeit premiums.

2. Superintendents shall exclude livestock from competition if there is more than a 10-minute
delay by the exhibitor in bringing the animal(s) into the show ring. If an animal is excluded
from competition, all entry fees and charges are forfeited without liability to the Kentucky
State Fair Board.

3. The stalls, pens, and exhibition space shall be cleaned and maintained in order to uphold
a good public image and to add to the attractiveness of the livestock areas.

4. Exhibitors are solely responsible for their animals, including any damage or injury caused
by them.

5. Every animal shall be entered and exhibited in the name of the bona fide owner. The
owner of the animal at the time of services is considered the breeder of the animal.

6. In breed shows without defined classes, substitutions can be made only with an animal
of the same sex and a birth date within 90 days of the original entry and only in the
name of the original exhibitor-owner as listed on the entry form. No substitutions will
be allowed in the 4-H/FFA Youth Market Livestock Shows.

7. Dairy and Beef animals owned in partnership or by syndicate may be shown in the name
of the partnership or syndicate only, except that at the time of entry, a determination will
be made that animals will be shown in the name of one partner or syndicate member.
Animals must be shown the same way in group classes as they are in open single classes.

8. All Dairy and Beef animals must have registration papers in the owner’s name or a
photocopy of valid papers in process for registration or transfer (to be collected by the
Superintendent and forwarded to the appropriate Association) to be eligible to show. No
animal will be checked in without this identification.
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9. The Kentucky State Fair Board reserves the right to decline entries from any exhibitor and 
may return entry fees before the opening of the show, or may remove any animal or 
attendant from the show without liability. 

10. Any breed show that falls below 20 head shown will be put on a one-year probation. 
At the end of this one-year period, the Kentucky State Fair Board reserves the right to 
discontinue the show if this minimum number is not met. 

11. Animals affected by or having been exposed to any contagious disease during the 30 
days preceding the State Fair will be excluded from the grounds. In case of outbreak of 
any contagious or infectious disease among the domestic animals, the Kentucky State 
Fair Board will not be liable for any damage or loss that may occur to exhibitors. 

12. The State Fair will provide dumpsters for the disposal of manure and trash. These 
containers will be placed at various locations throughout livestock buildings at all times. 
No bedding or manure is to be heaped in the area at any time. It must be put into the 
designated dumpster and will be removed when full and replaced by another receptacle. 
Help us keep our livestock building clean. 

13. Kentucky law prohibits tents with roofs. Tents or sleeping areas without tops are 
permitted if made of fire-retardant material, per requirement of the state fire code 
Section 13.3.2.6.1 and the State Fire Marshal. 

 

NATIONAL CODE OF SHOW RING ETHICS 
Exhibitors of animals at livestock shows shall at all times deport themselves with honesty and good 
sportsmanship. Their conduct in this competitive environment shall always reflect the highest 
standards of honor and dignity to promote the advancement of agricultural education. This code 
applies to junior as well as open class exhibitors who compete in structured classes of competition. 
This code applies to all livestock offered in any event at a livestock show. In addition to the National 
Code of Show Ring Ethics, fairs and livestock shows may have rules and regulations that they impose 
on the local, county, state, provincial, and national levels. 
 
All youth leaders working with junior exhibitors are under an affirmative responsibility to do more than 
avoid improper conduct or questionable acts. Their moral values must be so certain and positive that 
those younger and more pliable will be influenced by their fine example. Owners, exhibitors, fitters, 
trainers, and absolutely responsible persons who violate the code of ethics will forfeit premiums, 
awards, and auction proceeds and shall be prohibited from future exhibition in accordance with the 
rules adopted by the Kentucky State Fair. Exhibitors who violate this code of ethics demean the 
integrity of all livestock exhibitors and should be prohibited from competition at all livestock shows in 
the United States and Canada. 
 
The following is a list of guidelines for all exhibitors and all livestock in competitive events: 
 
1. All exhibitors must present, upon request of fair and livestock show officials, proof of 

ownership, length of ownership, and age of all animals entered. Misrepresentation of 
ownership, age, or any facts relating thereto is prohibited. 

2. Owners, exhibitors, fitters, trainers, or absolutely responsible persons shall provide animal 
health certificates from licensed veterinarians upon request by fair or livestock show 
officials. 

3. Junior exhibitors are expected to care for and groom their animals while at fairs or 
livestock shows. 

4. Animals shall be presented to show events where they will enter the food chain free of 
violative drug residues. The act of entering an animal in a livestock show is the giving of 
consent by the owner, exhibitor, fitter, trainer, and/or absolutely responsible person for  
show management to obtain any specimens of urine, saliva, blood, or other substances 
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from the animal to be used in testing. Animals not entered in an event that culminates 
with the animal entering the food chain shall not be administered drugs other than in 
accordance with applicable federal, state, and provincial statutes, regulations, and 
rules. Livestock shall not be exhibited if the drugs administered in accordance with 
federal, state, and provincial statutes, regulations, and rules affect the animal’s 
performance or appearance at the event. 

If the laboratory report on the analysis of saliva, urine, blood, or other sample taken from 
livestock indicates the presence of forbidden drugs or medication, this shall be prima 
facie evidence such substance has been administered to the animal either internally or 
externally. It is presumed that the sample of urine, saliva, blood, or other substance tested 
by the laboratory to which it is sent is the one taken from the animal in question, its 
integrity is preserved, and all procedures of said collection and preservation, transfer to 
the laboratory, and analysis of the sample are correct and accurate and the report 
received from the laboratory pertains to the sample taken from the animal in question 
and correctly reflects the condition of the animal at the time the sample was taken, with 
the burden on the owner, exhibitor, fitter, trainer, or absolutely responsible person to prove 
otherwise. 

At any time after an animal arrives on the fair or livestock show premises, all treatments 
involving the use of drugs and/or medications for the sole purpose of protecting the 
health of the animal shall be administered by a licensed veterinarian. 

5. Any surgical procedure or injection of any foreign substance or drug or the external
application of any substance (irritant, counterirritant, or similar substance) that could
affect the animal’s performance or alter its natural contour, conformation, or appearance,
except external applications of substances to the hoofs or horns of animals which affect
appearance only and except for surgical procedures performed by a duly licensed
veterinarian for the sole purpose of protecting the health of the animal, is prohibited.

6. The use of showing and/or handling practices or devices such as striking animals to cause
swelling, using electrical contrivance, or other similar practices is not acceptable and is
prohibited. 

7. Direct criticism or interference with the judge, fair or livestock show management, other
exhibitors, breed representatives, or show officials before, during, or after the competitive
event is prohibited. In the furtherance of their official duty, all judges, fair and livestock
show management, or other show officials shall be treated with courtesy, cooperation,
and respect, and no person shall direct abusive or threatening conduct toward them.

8. No owner, exhibitor, fitter, trainer, or absolutely responsible person shall conspire with
another person or persons to intentionally violate this code of ethics or knowingly
contribute or cooperate with another person or persons either by affirmative action or
inaction to violate this code of ethics. Violation of this rule shall subject such individual to
disciplinary action. 

9. The application of this code of ethics provides for absolute responsibility for an animal’s
condition by an owner, exhibitor, fitter, trainer, or participant, whether or not he or she
was actually instrumental in or had actual knowledge of the treatment of the animal in
contravention of this code of ethics. 

10. The act of entering an animal is the giving of consent by the owner, exhibitor, fitter, trainer,
or absolutely responsible person to have disciplinary action taken by the fair or livestock
show for violation of this Code of Show Ring Ethics and any other rules of competition of
the fair or livestock show without recourse against the fair or livestock show. The act of
entering an animal is the giving of consent that any proceedings or disciplinary action
taken by the fair or livestock show may be published with the name of the violator or
violators in any publication of the International Association of Fairs and Expositions,
including Fairs and Expositions and any special notices to members.
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11. The act of entering of an animal in a fair or livestock show is the giving of verification by the
owner, exhibitor, fitter, trainer, or absolutely responsible person that he or she has read
the IAFE National Code of Show Ring Ethics and understands the consequences of and
penalties provided for actions prohibited by the code. It is further a consent that any
action that contravenes these rules and is also in violation of federal, state, or provincial
statutes, regulations, or rules may be released to appropriate law enforcement authorities
with jurisdiction over such infractions. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Official Veterinarian 
If veterinarian services are needed, owner may contact the veterinarian through the Livestock Office 
in the West Wing. Owner may use any vet they desire in the care of their animals, and owner is 
responsible for fees charged for these services. 

Duties and Privileges of Exhibitors 
Exhibitors shall care for their exhibits at all times. At the close of the Fair, exhibitors must assume 
responsibility for them. 

Discourtesy to Judges and Officials 
The Manager or Superintendent of any department will have the authority without liability or recourse 
to the Kentucky State Fair Board, to bar an exhibitor, or his/her representatives, in the event of 
discourteous act to a judge or an official of the Fair, and he/she will have power to disqualify the entry 
of that exhibitor. In the event of such disqualification, the exhibitor forfeits all fees paid as well as any 
prize money won or awards earned. 

Protests 
1. All protests must be made in writing, plainly stating the reason for the complaint or

appeal, and must be filed with the management of  the Kentucky State Fair Board. All
protests must be accompanied by a $500.00 cash deposit, which will be forfeited if the
protest is not sustained.

2. Protests against the exhibition of animals or articles shall be filed at least 24 hours before
the awards are made. Protests against awards shall be filed by 8:00 p.m. on the day on
which the awards were made, or, in the case of articles judged prior to the opening of the
Fair, by 8:00 p.m. on the official opening day of the Fair.

3. All protests will be considered at a time set by the Kentucky State Fair Board, and the
interested parties will be notified and given the opportunity to submit evidence.

FOR HEALTH REQUIREMENT INFORMATION, 
CONTACT: 

Kentucky Department of Agriculture 
Division of Animal Health 
109 Corporate Drive 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
Phone: (502) 573-0282, Option 3 

For all up-to-date health regulations for each 
species of livestock, please contact the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture at the address and 
phone number above, or visit their website at: 
www.kyagr.com 

https://www.kyagr.com/


The 2022 Kentucky State Fair Premium List and Rules Page xvi  

4. In addition to the right of protest herein guaranteed to interested parties, the Kentucky
State Fair Board expressly reserves the right to take cognizance of fraud, which may have
been consummated or attempted, and to take such action as may be deemed just and
proper.

No Liability 
1. Every possible protection and courtesy will be extended to exhibitors at the Kentucky

State Fair, but the Board shall not be responsible for any loss of exhibits, animals, or
equipment in case of fire, theft, or loss from any other cause.

2. The Kentucky State Fair Board, its agents, servants, and employees shall not be held
liable in case of injury to exhibitors or the public, on the grounds or in the buildings, from
any cause whatsoever while on the grounds of the Kentucky State Fair.

3. All equipment regardless of source of power must comply with all national, state, and
local safety codes. All exhibitors’ electric cords must be the 3-wire grounded type per
state fire code Section 11.1.7.4. All exposed non-current-carrying metal parts of fixed
equipment, which are liable to be energized, will be grounded.

Awards 
1. Competent judges selected from lists or suggested by exhibitors and Breed Associations,

have been invited to judge and have accepted, but in case of their inability to serve, the
Management reserves the right to replace or substitute another judge, or judges, to fill the
vacancy. No refunds of entry fees, stall rent, etc., will be made in any department due to
replacement of judges.

2. Judges will report to the Superintendent in charge at their respective departments
according to times and dates specified in contract. 

3. An exhibitor cannot (a) act as judge in a class in which said exhibitor is showing, or (b)
exhibit an entry in any class where the judge is a principal agent, employee, or relative of
the exhibitor.

4. Where there is only one entry in a class, the first prize will be awarded if merited. If an
exhibit is not worthy of first prize, judges may, at their discretion, award the prize that the
animal or article deserves.

5. Should any doubt or questions arise as to the regularity of any entry, or any other
important matter that the judge feels incompetent to decide, he/she should notify the
Superintendent, Board Member in Charge of Department or Management, whose decision
will be final.

6. The decision of an awarding judge will be final, and no appeal will be considered except
in case of protest.

7. Objections to any person serving as a judge must be submitted to the Kentucky State Fair
Board in writing, prior to making an award, giving good and sufficient reason therefor, and
upon which the Board shall have full power to act.

8. Any exhibitor attempting to interfere with the judges during their adjudications will be
promptly excluded from competition.

9. Each Superintendent in charge should carefully maintain the judging books of the
department, since the judging books are the only basis for the payment of premiums.

Premiums 
1. Premiums will be paid by the Kentucky State Fair as early as possible after the awards

in the various departments have been made and checked.

Attention Livestock Exhibitors: All premium checks will be disbursed after the conclusion
of testing and when all sponsorship funding has been received.
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2. New for 2022: If a premium is awarded and no Social Security number or tax identification
number is provided, the Entry Office will not be calling to obtain this information;
therefore, the premium will be forfeited. Premiums will be paid by check sent by the
Kentucky State Fair to the post office address of the exhibitor. A Social Security number
or tax ID number must be submitted when entering in order to receive a check for
premiums won.

3. Errors in premium statement will be corrected until December 1 following the Fair, after
which time the books are closed and unpaid premiums are forfeited to the Fair.

4. The Kentucky State Fair Board will list in good faith special premiums and awards in the
premium list, but is not responsible for their payment and delivery.

5. The following colors of ribbons will be used to designate awards in all departments:

First premium ........................................... blue 
Second premium ................................... red 
Third premium ......................................... white 
Fourth premium ...................................... pink 
Fifth premium .......................................... yellow 
Sixth and additional premiums ........ green 
Championships ...................................... Royal Purple Rosette 
Grand Championships ........................ Royal Purple Banner 

6. Ribbons have no value for payment of premiums, as premiums are paid only from the
record of the judging books.

Stalls 
1. Stalls will be assigned only to bona fide exhibitors. Exhibitors subletting stalls without

permission of the Superintendent of the Department shall forfeit their stalls, and stalls shall
be subject to reassignment.

2. Unless an animal is entered in the Livestock Department, it may not occupy a stall or pen
until all exhibition animals are accommodated. Space for tack and display is subject to
availability. No refunds of fees will be made.

3. Exhibitors not arriving by designated time will forfeit fees paid, and reserved stalls shall be
subject to reassignment. In case of unavoidable delay or failure to attend the Fair, proper
notification should be given to the Fair Office.

Entry Fees 
Jack or Mare & Colt (Per Head) ...................... $25.00 
Mules (Per Head) .................................................. $25.00 
Open Beef Cattle (Per Head) .......................... $25.00 
Open Dairy Cattle (Per Head) ......................... $25.00 
4-H/FFA Cattle (Per Head) ............................... $15.00 
Open Sheep/Swine (Per Head) ....................... $15.00 
4-H/FFA Sheep/Swine/Goats (Per Head) ............ $10.00 
Market Goats and Wether Dams ................... $15.00 
Novice Sheep, Swine (Per Head) ..................... $10.00 
Open Dairy Goats (Per Head) ........................... $12.00 
Open Boer Goats (Per Head) ........................... $15.00 
Poultry & Pigeons (Per Bird) ................................. $5.00 
Rabbits (Each) ......................................................... $5.00 

Mare and Colt or Cow and Calf pair is considered one entry. Entry fee required for Calf entered in 
individual class. 
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Departmental Entry Fees 
Entry Fee: $15.00 per exhibitor, all entries made in any departments (except Homebrew Beer). For 
example: An exhibitor can enter one (1) item in Fine Arts and Crafts and two (2) items in Textiles, and it 
will cost $15.00. Entries must be submitted by midnight on July 1 or a late fee will be charged. 

Entries in any digital classes will be charged $1.00 per entry. 

Homebrew Beer Department - $5.00 per beer entry fee to enter this department if entry is submitted 
by midnight on July 1. 

Late Entries 
An entry fee of $20.00 per exhibitor will be charged for all entries submitted after July 1. Late entries 
must be submitted by midnight on July 10. No entries will be accepted after that date. 

Entries in any digital classes will be charged $1.00 per entry. 

An entry fee of $8.00 per beer will be charged for all Homebrew Beer entries submitted after July 1. 
Late entries must be submitted by midnight on July 10. No entries will be accepted after that date. 

Entry fees are non-refundable 

A service charge of $25.00 will be assessed on all declined credit or debit cards. 

Operation of Vehicles 
The speed limit within the Kentucky Exposition Center is 15 miles per hour, except for the Circle of 
Champions, which is 25 miles per hour, and it is strictly enforced. In addition, there are fire lanes which 
must be clear at all times, no-parking areas, areas in which vehicular traffic is prohibited, and other 
traffic and vehicle control regulations. State statute provides fines for violation of any traffic control 
regulations established by the Kentucky State Fair Board. 

Golf Cart Operation 
Golf carts may not be operated in Coliseum, Exposition Wings and Halls, or on the Midway, unless 
written permission is given by Kentucky State Fair Board General Management. All golf carts operated 
on the grounds shall have a permit issued by the Kentucky State Fair and shall pay a $106.00 
processing fee on all golf carts (rented or owned). If the golf cart permit is lost, a new permit must be 
purchased. If a golf cart is impounded, the golf cart will be held for 24 hours. 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 
Livestock 
All exhibitors bringing livestock including Poultry, Pigeons, and Rabbits onto the grounds shall use  
Gate 4 located off Crittenden Drive. Any vehicle bringing horses or livestock to the Fair which is to 
remain on the grounds throughout the Fair period must park in the area designated by the 
Superintendent of their department. 

Recreational Vehicles 
A limited amount of RV parking will be available at a charge of $30.00 per night; however, there is no 
electric, no water, no sewer, no dumping facilities, and no in/out privileges. Each person in the RV will 
need to pay fair admission. Space will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis, and no space 
can be guaranteed. Contact the access control office located at the administration offices in front of 
Freedom Hall. The number is (502) 367-5380. 

Accessibility Services 
This document is available in PDF or sections will be read to the visually impaired by Kentucky State 
Fair staff. 
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The Administrative Office is equipped with a TDD. The number is (502) 367-5131. 

The Kentucky Exposition Center meets requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Accessible parking for individuals with limited mobility is located throughout the grounds. For 
ticketed events, call the KEC Ticket Office at (502) 367-5144. Tickets are subject to availability. 

GENERAL SERVICES 

First Aid 
A first aid room is on the first floor of the Coliseum, South Wing “C,” and outside the West Hall near the 
W8 overhead door. 

State Police 
State Police are located outside the West Hall near the W8 overhead door. 

Feed and Bedding 

Feed for livestock and horses may be brought in by exhibitors for their entries only or ordered from 
the official State Fair feed supplier. These orders must be placed so that deliveries may be completed 
by 9:00 a.m. each morning. 

Storage of large quantities of feed or bedding is not permitted. Extra feed and bedding must be kept 
in trucks and trailers in the assigned parking areas. 

Fire Department 
The Fire Department is located on the grounds throughout the Kentucky State Fair. 

ATM Locations 
• West Hall (Outside)

• South Wing B (Inside Lobby)

• Freedom Hall (Front Lobby)

Lost/Found Child 
The Lost/Found Child station is at the State Police Office, outside the West Hall, near the W8 
overhead door. 

Dog Notice 
Dogs will not be permitted on the grounds of the Kentucky Exposition Center during the course of the 
Kentucky State Fair except those under leash control of the owner. Service dogs are permitted on the 
grounds. Any dog running free will be impounded and removed from the grounds. 

Trash and Wet Garbage Information 
The Fair will provide dumpsters for the disposal of manure and trash. These containers will be placed at 
various locations throughout the livestock buildings at all times. Wet garbage containers will be 
stationed at various places at Thrill Ville. 
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